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washing tables down below, while the lump ore was passed
on to a slowly moving endless belt.
About half a dozen Tonkinese men and wromen squatted
along each side of the conveyor belt picking over the ore,
and dropping it into appropriate bins to be further processed
if not of sufficiently high grade. Only the big lumps of high
grade ore were carried over the end of the belt and dropped
into waiting trucks to be taken direct to the wharves at
Nehoue Bay, where there was on that particular day an
American freighter waiting to take the ore back to feed the
United States armament industries.
The fine ore which had passed through the sieve was
treated on the floating tables in a similar fashion to that
described at the Franco mine, while the poorer stuff was first
crushed and then passed back to the floating tables to be
washed. It is interesting to note that at Tiebaghi, at the top
of the mountain, where the soil is much drier, the ore is of
such uniformly high quality, that no washing is needed.
The whole of the population at Fantoche are indirectly
or directly engaged in the mining work, and the manager
showed me with pride the well-Iaid-out sports field and
play-ground for the employees5 children. The production
of Fantoche is approximately 1,400 tons of high grade
ore monthly—valued roughly at £5,000. To produce that^
130 Tonkinese, 6 Javanese, and 24 Europeans were
employed.
An anomaly in French mining law is that no foreign com-
pany may exist in New Caledonia—that is, any company
operating in the colony must have a majority of French
directors, although it may have 100% foreign shareholders.
The usual way of overcoming this problem, of course, is to-
form a 'dummy' company in New Caledonia with nominal
capital and 'dummy5 directors. While this law was no
doubt designed to prevent foreign interests holding a con-
trolling interest in the colony's minera] industry, it has
created other problems.
If a foreign concern wishes to exploit a certain field it has,
oniy to form a local company with, picked Frenchmen who are,

